
Table 1.24
Characteristics of First Commitments to the Youth Authority, CDC Cases Only
1991-2002

1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002

Total First Commitments 869 993 964 818 808 620 202 120 96 84 74 68

Sex
% Male 97.6 96.9 98.1 97.6 97.6 95.6 96.5 98.3 91.7 96.4 94.6 98.5
% Female 2.4 3.1 1.9 2.4 2.4 4.4 3.5 1.7 8.3 3.6 5.4 1.5

Race/Ethnicity 869 993 964 818 808 620 202 120 96 84 74 68
% White 23.8 19.3 15.9 16.0 13.6 16.1 9.9 7.5 6.3 7.1 6.8 8.8
% Hispanic 38.2 45.6 45.3 40.8 42.2 45.2 51.0 54.2 58.3 57.1 55.4 50.0
% Black 27.5 25.8 27.8 31.9 34.0 30.0 25.7 30.0 32.3 29.8 29.7 32.4
% Asian 5.9 6.1 7.7 8.3 7.1 6.0 11.4 6.7 3.1 2.4 6.8 8.8
% Other 4.6 3.2 3.3 3.0 3.1 2.7 2.0 1.7 - 3.6 1.4 0.0

Average Grade Level
Reading Comprehension 9.0 9.1 9.0 9.1 9.2 9.0 8.7 8.2 8.2 n/a n/a n/a
Mathematical Concepts 8.0 8.1 8.0 8.0 8.1 8.1 7.8 7.5 7.2 n/a n/a n/a

Religion 449 550 451 434 481 413 155 77 67 59 44 33
% Catholic 46.8 51.1 56.3 48.6 48.9 42.4. 51.0 48.1 41.8 49.2 45.5 57.6
% Protestant 37.9 37.5 34.6 41.3 38.9 47.0 41.3 45.5 44.8 49.2 43.2 27.3
% Other 15.3 11.4 9.1 10.1 12.3 10.7 7.7 6.5 13.4 1.7 11.4 15.2

Parents' Marital Status 598 726 512 609 645 527 178 93 75 63 61 41
% Never Married 12.5 16.2 17.0 18.1 25.3 24.3 22.5 25.8 32.0 31.7 31.1 29.3
% Presently Married 31.1 33.9 36.1 31.2 29.8 24.3 31.5 28.0 26.7 19.0 31.1 29.3
% No Longer Married 56.4 49.9 46.9 50.7 45.0 51.4 46.1 46.2 41.3 49.2 37.7 41.5

Average Age at Admission 19.3 19.2 19.0 19.0 18.9 18.4 17.2 17.1 17.1 17.0 16.9 16.8

Primary Offense 869 993 964 818 808 620 202 120 96 84 74 68
% Violent Offenses 58.2 69.4 72.2 72.1 76.9 79.2 89.6 91.7 89.6 86.9 89.2 83.8
% Property Offenses 25.0 19.2 17.5 17.0 14.9 12.3 3.0 2.5 8.3 6.0 1.4 4.4
% Drug Offenses 9.7 6.9 7.0 5.1 3.8 3.4 4.0 2.5 0.0 2.4 0.0 4.4
% Other Offenses 7.1 4.5 3.3 5.9 4.5 5.2 3.5 3.3 2.1 4.8 9.5 7.4

Prior Escapes 620 758 519 633 663 552 182 95 78 64 78 42
% None or Unknown 91.3 92.9 90.9 90.8 89.9 92.4 94.5 93.7 98.7 93.8 95.2 88.1
% One or More 8.7 7.1 9.1 9.2 10.1 7.6 5.5 6.3 1.3 6.3 4.8 11.9

Co-offenders 620 758 519 633 663 552 182 95 78 64 78 42
% None or Unknown 45.0 38.8 36.8 39.2 38.8 35.5 28.0 26.3 23.1 37.5 23.8 35.7
% One or Two 42.9 49.0 48.0 49.1 48.6 46.6 52.2 58.9 53.8 53.1 61.9 35.7
% Three or More 12.1 12.2 15.2 11.7 12.7 17.9 19.8 14.7 23.1 9.4 14.3 28.6

Prior Convictions or 
Sustained Petitions 602 746 519 624 663 544 176 95 78 63 63 42

% None 35.4 38.7 38.2 33.7 35.9 41.9 42.6 38.9 42.3 41.3 42.9 61.9
% One to Four 53.2 50.6 55.4 55.4 52.6 50.6 51.1 55.8 48.7 50.8 55.6 31.0
% Five or More 11.4 10.7 6.4 10.9 11.5 7.5 6.3 5.3 9.0 7.9 1.6 7.1

Prior Commitments 605 744 511 628 663 546 177 95 78 63 63 42
% None 66.4 66.9 69.1 64.2 63.3 66.3 72.9 72.6 69.2 66.7 69.8 73.8
% One 16.5 19.4 18.8 16.6 19.6 18.9 18.1 15.8 25.6 19.0 22.2 14.3
% Two 9.3 7.7 8.2 10.8 9.5 7.9 6.2 6.3 3.8 4.8 6.3 4.8
% Three or More 7.8 6.0 3.9 8.4 7.5 7.0 2.8 5.3 1.3 9.5 1.6 7.1

Source: California Department of the Youth Authority
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